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Dear Colleagues, 
 
That was the year, that was! 
As a numbers-person, it is tempting to compare my weight now with its value last year at this 
time.  But not tempting enough; I can find other numbers to focus on. 
Membership: is UP. That's YOU.  Thank you for joining us, and thank you for staying. 
 
You are all busy, but I appreciate that so many of you take a moment out to participate in 
division activities.  Many members joined us for #ChemistsLive, which I thought was a great 
grassroots effort, led by the Division of Catalysis. Highlights are below, and you likely heard 
about it first here.  However we now have a new initiative afoot to connect via Twitter, for those 
of you who prefer greater interactivity (see more below).  We were able to identify a great person 
to lead this thanks to her response to an invitation in the previous newsletter, and efforts by 
members of our advisory committee especially Kelly Chacón.  The current end-of-2020 
newsletter includes these and other updates from the division. However by far the most 
important news concerns, as usual, our people.  The American Association for the Advancement 
of Science has recognized our secretary, Wayne Outten, with fellowship. I am also delighted to 
welcome a new wave of energetic officers, and ask you all to thank those retiring. 
 
New Officers 
With 2021 around the corner, I am pleased to welcome a suite of new talent. David Giedroc 
(Indiana University, Bloomington) will be our chair-elect in 2021 and 2022. He shares that he 
has 'always felt at home in the company of members and officers of the division and strongly 
recognize their contributions to integrating chemical biology and biological chemistry into the 
whole of chemistry.' 'I enjoy publishing in society journals and have for my entire career. I am 
anxious to continue the work of others in building bridges to other areas of chemistry and feel 
that my own research practice and this leadership position in the DBC allow me to do just that.' 
Welcome David, we are very fortunate to have you on board.  We are, however, going to have to 
come to terms with having S. David and David G. as our current and next chairs. 
 
Amanda Hargrove (Duke University) will represent us on the ACS Council beginning in 2021, 
along with Jennifer Petter (Arrakis Therapeutics).  Amanda recounts that she 'joined the division 
as an assistant professor after being invited to present at an Early Career Investigator symposium 
in 2017.'  'I was deeply impressed with not only the attendance level at both the faculty and the 
graduate student trainee symposia but also the warm welcome from the organizers. To me, this 
represented a strong commitment to supporting early career researchers as well as building a 
community of scholars, both of which I consider priorities to advancing the field. My goals for 



the division include building its reputation for fostering inclusion and working toward equity 
within ACS and in the chemical community while bolstering the careers of a diverse class of 
emerging researchers. 
 
Aaron Smith will be one of our two new alternate councillors, responsible for ensuring that we 
are never left out of ACS decision-making. Aaron shares that 'I personally found the diversity in 
both the researchers as well as the research conducted in this division to be one of its best assets, 
and why I was so keen to be part of this team. One goal I have is to build upon the momentum of 
diversity that is evident in the composition of this group and its research, and to expand on this 
diversity to show that biological chemistry is for everyone and that biological chemistry impacts 
the lives of everyone.'  These are goals that will great for all of us. 
 
Farewell to our retiring officers 
Sarah Michel will graduate from the chair of the Nominating Committee. She and her team 
worked hard to recruit members from industry and people with diverse backgrounds to our slate 
of candidates. This is a surprisingly challenging job, when combined with mandates to include 
different specializations in biochemistry and different institutional and geographic provenances. 
The Nominating Committee has captured all write-in nominations from the recent elections, but 
is always eager to hear from people who might be willing to serve as an officer in the future. 
Please contact our rising Nominations Chair, Tim Stemmler Timothy.Stemmler@wayne.edu. 
Barbara Golden and Lana Saleh have completed their terms on ACS' council, on our behalf. 
They were alert to upcoming initiatives affecting the division, and shared pertinent information 
so that we could communicate with the ACS. Alternate councillors Tonya Zeczycki and Andy 
Fisher managed to fill in when needed so that we always met our quota, something that has not 
always been true in the past! 
I will cease to be chair at the end of this year. I have been proud to help bring our spending in 
line with our income. We changed the way we fund external meetings, to expand our reach to a 
wider range of small and regional meetings that benefit so many scientists with smaller budgets: 
our grass roots.  This was a team effort that was possible only because of our treasurer, Christy 
Chow.  We also revised our funding mechanisms to provide more travel support directly to 
students, young scientists, and P.U.I. faculty: our future.  We secured funding for some exciting 
career initiatives designed by our program committee, but their roll-out has (so far) been foiled 
by the advent of Covid-19.  It was not all bad though, as our amazing program committee 
pivoted and employed some of it to bring you #ChemistsLive - in the comfort of your own home 
(thanks to Mark Distefano and Kate Pletneva).  None of this would have been possible had not 
the ongoing commitments of the division been in the ablest of hands: those of our secretary 
Wayne Outten. As the interval draws to a close, I feel so lucky to have Sheila David taking over 
with her creativity and drive, as she has been my cohort in our initiative to get the division into 
social media. Be on the look-out for many other energizing developments as she pulls us out of 
the 19th century, with the support of our awesome officers. Sheila helped Mark Distefano, Phil 
Bevilacqua and I to increase participation in our poster sessions, where so many of our young 
people first display their work and talent, and she has worked on several of our awards.  Thank 
you to our web master for putting up with a large number of 'please do this yesterday' requests 
from me. The list goes on and on, including Liz Hedstrom for her work towards new awards, 
Christy Chow for submitting award nominations, and the Nominations Committee for ensuring 
our bright future (esp. Vickie DeRose and Sarah Michel).  The division runs only because of a 



team of extremely efficient, noble people.  It has truly been a privilege to share time with you - I 
have learned so much. 
However, another very important privilege of my role has been correspondence with members. 
This was one reason I wanted to get social media running, to share this pleasure with the rest of 
you (thanks to Kelly Chaćon). Almost every newsletter has elicited feedback, sometimes from 
friends, and sometimes from people I had never met. Thank you for writing in with important 
concerns, fun feedback and warm greetings. The same has always been true at the meetings this 
division hosts. We are much more than fabulous science; we are people who are enjoyable 
company, uplifting and full of good ideas, as well as great examples of humanity and leadership.  
So, I know that I should not close with this, but hey - I'm on my way out anyways: would some 
of you please run for local, state or federal office? I want to see your names on a civilian ballot! 
See that? now, getting actively involved in the division seems like a really small ask by 
comparison.  Please do it, you will be glad. 
Anne-Frances 
 
 
#ChemistsLive 
This event was a gift, from the 
ACS Division of Catalysis, 
especially Ashi Savara. most of 
our displaced National Meeting 
speakers their chances to speak 
live. Mark also succeeded in 
getting several of our award 
winners in to speak in sessions 
shared with the younger 
researchers. The result was very 
respectable audiences of 30-40 in 
most sessions, sufficient questions 
that chairs had to cut them off, and 
a chance for people to see one-
another and be seen. A real hero 
was Ashi Savara (Oak Ridge 
National Labs) who managed the 
logistics with team-members from 
CATL. Our Program Committee 
(Mark Distefano and Kate 
Pletneva) had by this time 
designed our ACS fall National 
meeting programming only to have 
it dashed, then programmed a very 
limited pre-recorded version for 
the ACS, but nonetheless pulled 
together a third program in as 
many months, using this 
mechanism to showcase all the young researchers whose talks had been relegated to recordings 

 

 
Martin Schnermann (top) and Dario Neri (below) were among our speakers 
on 25 Sept. 2020, when we held #ChemistsLive with CATL.  
See the program at https://chemistslive.wordpress.com/program/ 



when the ACS took its meeting on line. Mark and Kate also incorporated many of the luminaries 
who had won awards and spoken at the National meeting. Thus, our junior scientists got to share 
sessions with the very best, and we all enjoyed a remarkably personable interactive experience. 
Sessions included up to 50 people. We thank all of you who participated, and our colleagues in 
CATL who made this possible. 
 
 
New Fellows of the American Association for the Advancement of Science  
Wayne Outten, who keeps track of 
the division's business as our 
secretary, also has a creative 
research program at the forefront of 
understanding how iron-sulfur 
clusters are assembled, and how 
elements of the process can be 
targets for intervention by 
antibiotics. He has elucidated the 
mechanisms of several of the 
enzymes involved in the Suf 
pathway, the pathway used by E. coli 
to assemble iron-sulfur clusters 
under conditions of oxidative stress or iron starvation. His group discovered how the six proteins 
produced by the suf operon work as a responsive machine to ensure that resources committed to 
the effort are not wasted, but undergo the full process required to produce clusters. Wayne's 
group has also contributed to understanding how iron metabolism is regulated.   
 
Joan Broderick (Montana State University) is another member who has just been elected to be a 
fellow of AAAS.  This was on the basis of her spectacular work on radical SAM enzymes and on 
assembly of iron, nickel and sulfur clusters in hydrogenase.  Jim Staros (University of 
Massachusetts at Amherst) has also become a fellow, on the basis of his work on peptide 
hormones and their interactions with cell surface receptors.  Nicola Pohl (Indiana University) is a 
new fellow, based on her new methods for making and characterizing polysaccharides.  I am 
confident that there are more division members who have just been recognized, but who are not 
mentioned here.  Please write to me so we can mention your accomplishment on our web site.  
afmill3r2@gmail.com. 
 
Rising Stars of our Division  
Although our poster sessions did not occur in person, we remain very proud of our young 
scientists. Several of them presented in #ChemistsLive (above), and the following four were 
awarded travel awards.  We can't even remember what 'travel' is anymore, but we are happy to 
close with a round of congratulations to award winners from the spring National meeting of 
2020: Matthew Eibling (University of Pennsylvania), Lan Na (U.C. Davis), Martin Reynders 
(New York University) and Jacob Moose (Syracuse).  Keep the great science coming! 
  

 
  Enzymes in the suf pathway for iron-sulfur cluster assembly, 

under study in the laboratory of F. Wayne Outten. To learn more, 
go to 
https://www.sc.edu/study/colleges_schools/chemistry_and_bioch
emistry/internal/research_groups/f_wayne_outten/index.php 


