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Dear Colleagues, 
 We are all busy. We have said this before, but it is more true than ever now. 
More than ever, it is important to pause, to touch base with what gives our efforts value.  
The following letter is short, so you can read right to the bottom. Please do so because 
in addition to celebrating new winners of awards, I urge to you lift up a colleague and 
nominate someone for an ACS National Award, possibly someone deserving who has 
been overlooked. For our rising stars, all of you, please see the call for social media 
energy. And for everyone, everyone! the division had a gift for you: a gift of science. 
Please see the on-line live-streamed #ChemistsLive day of science we are bringing to 
you thanks to efforts by the Division of Catalysis. In this, we feature lectures by award 
winners and young voices in our division, with the registration fee paid for by us, for you. 
Enjoy, Friday 25 September, see you there! 
 
Highlights of the ACS National Meeting 
While we had to contract our program considerably, and also lost the possibility of 
having a live interactive experience with most speakers, our program chair introduced 
innovations to restore some of these very valuable aspects of in-person meetings. 
Every day of the meeting, the division hosted a zoom discussion room after its 
broadcast sessions.  On the afternoon of the last day, a number of the division officers 
joined too.  We really appreciated the chance to speak with National meeting attendees 
and division members.  
Thank you for a great idea, Mark Distefano. Thanks also to Kate Pletneva, and thank 
you all for joining us. 
 
 We are also participating in a brand-new initiative: the following complement to 
the National meeting was designed to create opportunities for us to hear our younger 
members present their science, in real-time, complete with faces, questions and 
answers. Please JOIN US on Friday Sept. 25 for ...... 
 
#Chemists Live! 
FREE to all Division of Biological Chemistry members, 

We have teamed up with the Catalysis Division (ACS) to offer #ChemistsLive, a 
one-day event featuring nearly 100 high-quality scientific presentations across both of 
our divisions.  This will provide live talks from many of our award winners, as well as our 
energetic and accomplished rising stars. It will be held on-line in real-time with Q&A, on 
25th September 2020.  This all-day event will feature six sessions for each division and 



capacity for over 1000 attendees! (Invite your entire lab, or your course!) Registration is 
free for division members, and registration is $10 for non-members. 
Advance registration is required. You can do so NOW, through Sept 14th.  
Sign up, and share this announcement! 
 
Practical tips: as part of registration you will be asked to choose two morning sessions 
and two afternoon sessions. In the morning you will be able to switch back and forth 
between your morning sessions, and likewise in the afternoon. However, you will only 
have access to the two sessions per period that you choose in advance (four total).  
So.... 
÷ FIRST visit the program and choose your sessions: 
http://program.chemistslive.com (and https://chemistslive.wordpress.com/biol-symposia/ 
for details of our sessions).  You can attend sessions from either division - your chance 
to learn something new! 
÷ THEN go to www.chemistslive.com to register.  
÷ BE SURE to use the same email address as the one on record with the ACS, as 
this will allow you to e-attend at the division's expense. (A handy link is provided in the 
registration page.) 
÷ All times are central standard time zone, with the morning sessions running 8:50 
- 12 noon and the afternoon sessions running 12:50 - 4:00 or whenever questions end. 
 
Help us to advertise the event by re-tweeting our announcement tweet:  
http://tweet.chemistslive.com  
 
Awards Presented to our 2020 winners 
In case you missed the National on-line meeting, 
some of our award winners have agreed to 
speak again at #ChemistsLive (see above). 
However in case you can't make that either 
(even just half of it?), here is a snapshot of a 
happy moment.  
 
Winners Announced for 2021 awards 
The 2021 Eli Lilly award in Biological Chemistry 
has been bestowed on Dr. Jordan Meier 
(National Cancer Institute, N.I.H.). This award is 
sponsored by the Eli Lilly and Company and 
celebrates 'outstanding research in biological 
chemistry of unusual merit and independence of 
thought and originality'. 

Science in the Meier lab focuses on defining 
– at the molecular level – how metabolism 
regulates epigenetic signaling in cancer. 
Metabolite-protein interactions occur in all living organisms and represent an essential 
interface between chemistry and our biological code, and Dr. Meier’s work has provided 

 
2020 Pfizer award winner Rahul 
Kohli (Univ. of Pennsylvania). 



the foundation for new approaches to manipulate this critical axis by advancing two 
fundamental areas. 
 
The 2021 Pfizer award in Enzyme Chemistry has been bestowed on Dr. Amie Boal 
(Pennsylvania State University). This award celebrates 'outstanding work in enzyme 
chemistry where the presence of enzyme action is unequivocally demonstrated'. 

Notable examples of Prof. Boal’s successes include revealing the structural basis 
for methyl transfer by radical SAM enzymes, the discovery and characterization of 
ribonucleotide reductases that employ unusual mechanisms for substrate activation, 
including novel metal-free systems, and uncovering mechanisms and intermediates 
involved in catalysis by mononuclear nonheme iron dependent 2-oxoglutarate 
dioxygenases. 
 
Deadline Extended to September 30 for the ACS- Chemical Biology Award 
This year we have had several reminders that just as in solutions (like dissolves like) 
humans' first instincts tend to be to nominate people like themselves for awards. Please 
pause, and think outside of the box, of your colleagues from our several under-
represented communities. Nominate one of these deserving scientists for recognition of 
their excellent work. The ACS Chemical Biology Award is accepting nominations 
through September 30, so take this opportunity. 
For details see our website: http://www.divbiolchem.org/awards/nominations/ 
 
National Awards, Nominations are Due November 1  
The ACS organizes competitions for a range of awards recognizing all kinds of 
contributions to science and our profession. The deadlines are all on November 1, 
2020.  I would love to see several division members win these. Please nominate a 
deserving colleague, especially from a community that remains underrepresented 
among National award recipients (good news: you'll have lots of choices). 
For details see the ACS web site:  
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/funding-and-awards/awards/national/2022-national-
awards.html 
 
Election of New Officers 
A few weeks from now, you will receive information on how to vote for a new group of 
division officers. Division officers volunteer their time on all of our behalfs to bring 
opportunities for career advancement, and to make our profession better, more human. 
This election will be refreshingly collegial. The nomination committee has worked hard 
to recruit great candidates. No matter which ones garner the most votes, we will all win. 
For every vote cast, I will contribute 2¢ to the Abeles/Jencks award fund. Thank you in 
advance for voting.   
 
New Presence: on Social Media 
Hello undergraduates, graduate students, and postdoctoral scholars! 

The Division of Biological Chemistry is excited to begin planning an increase in our 
social media presence. We are inspired by exciting new science by trainees, recent 
discussions surrounding social justice in the sciences, the academic and industry job 



landscape, and the day-to-day experiences of trainees at various career stages. If you 
are interested in science communication and have a voice or other voices you’d like to 
help share and amplify, we would love for you to apply to our new science 
communication fellow position(s)! It is a low time commitment, and we are pursuing 
funding in order to help pay for your efforts. Please contact Dr. Kelly Chacón 
(kchacon@reed.edu) for more information, or send them a Direct Message on Twitter 
(@Kelly_N_Chacon).  
 
 


