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Dear Colleagues and Friends: 

 
I am excited (and a bit scared) to be writing my first DBC newsletter as 

the incoming Chair!  Being the Chair is daunting based on the shoes of our 
previous Chair, Anne-Frances Miller, which I know that I will not possibly be 
able to fill!  I want to thank Anne-Frances for a tremendous job as Division 
Chair—as we all know this has been a difficult year!  Anne-Frances boldly 
and enthusiastically led and navigated the Division through canceled ACS 
meetings, new virtual platforms, and into a now potentially a new era of 
science-life that will continue to have some virtual aspects (Zoom zoom!)  
Thanks so much Anne-Frances!   

Anne-Frances inherited the task to increasing our Division awards, and 
she and Liz Hedstrom have done a fantastic job in working on establishing 
the Abeles-Jencks Award (see more on this below).  Anne-Frances had also 
envisioned many exciting plans to increase engagement of younger scientists and amplify the 
poster sessions (stay tuned for in-person meetings to see this in action!).  She is also 
responsible for the DBC “sticker” contests (see above) which we planned to give out at ACS 
meetings. Anne-Frances also took on the onerous task, along with our wonderful treasurer, 
Christine Chow, to get our DBC budget in-line by streamlining our mechanisms for supporting 
meetings outside of ACS. 

Anne-Frances has also 
managed to keep her science 
on enzymatic redox catalysis 
buzzing along as she has 
been DBC Chair!  She has 
spent much of 2021 at the 
Einstein Foundation in Berlin 
as a Visiting Fellow.  Anne-
Frances was also recently 
awarded the 2021 Charles H. 
Herty Medal from the 
American Chemical Society 
Georgia Section.  This award 
recognizes outstanding work 
and service by a chemist in the 
South-Eastern U.S.  Miller’s research on catalysis related to 
environment and energy was lauded in this award, as well as her 

community outreach and advocacy in the area of water quality.  The University of Kentucky 
recently bestowed the title of “University Research Professor” on Anne-Frances in recognition of 
her research excellence during her career.  Congratulations Anne-Frances for the well-deserved 
recognition of your amazing research accomplishments, and contributions to the scientific 
enterprise and society 

Anne-Frances Miller, 
DBC Chair 2019-2020 

Anne-Frances Miller and her research 
group having some fun when their 
building was undergoing renovations! 

Figure from a recent paper on 
Flavin ET see Duan, Khan and 
Miller et 
al https://doi.org/10.1016/j.bbabio.
2021.148415 

 



 
 
Highlights from the Spring ACS Meeting 2021  
Our program chairs Mark Distefano and Kate Pletneva put together an amazing virtual program 
for the Spring meeting!  The silver lining of the virtual platform is that we had outstanding 
attendance for our sessions with attendees from all over the globe!   The DBC was fortunate to 
have a slew of National Award Winners chose OUR Division to present their award address and 
populate a star-studded opening symposium.  We congratulate and thank Donald Hilvert, Kevan 
Shokat, Alanna Schepartz, Paul Schimmel, and Mei Hong.  The talks were fantastic! 
 

 
We enthusiastically thank ACS Chemical Biology for their continued 
sponsorship of the ACS Chemical Biology Lectureship Award that was 
presented this year to Prof. Suzanne Walker (Harvard).  A supercool 
element of the ACS sponsored symposium is that it featured rising stars 
in Chemical Biology.  These were 
some of my personal favorites at the 
ACS meeting!  This year’s symposium 
included Amit Choudhary (MIT), David 

Olson (UC Davis), Katherine Ryan 
(UBC) and Steven Townsend 
(Vanderbilt).  

 
We similarly thank Biopolymers for their support of the 
Goodman Award, that this year went to Professor Eric Kool 
(Stanford).  The associated slate of talks highlighted 
important topics in nucleic acid chemistry and chemical 
biology including G-quadruplexes as gene regulators (C. 
Burrows), Unnatural base pairs (Hirao), RNA prebiotic 

chemistry (T. Carell), Nucleic acids as sensors for cellular physiology (Y. 
Krishnan) and Structural visualization of DNA polymerases (J. Chaput).     
 
Several other fantastic sessions including Biological Chemistry in 
Industry, and sessions that highlighted graduate students and 
postdoctoral associates.  We thank everyone who participated in this new 
virtual way of attending an ACS meeting. I enjoyed seeing faces of young 
budding scientists and those who have matured gracefully on the vine! 
 
 
 
 

We know how to pick ‘em!  We congratulate Jennifer Doudna on 
her Nobel Prize in Chemistry 2021, and note that she received the 
Eli Lilly Award in Biological Chemistry in 2001!  Check out the Fall 
ACS meeting Pfizer and Eli Lilly Award Symposia for Amie Boal and 
Jordan Meier—potential NLs of the future!!  We also congratulate 
David Liu and Wilfred Van Der Donk for their recent election into the 
National Academy of Sciences.  Both were previous ACS Chemical 
Biology Lectureship Awardees. 
 
 

Suzanne Walker, 2021 
ACS Chemical Biology 
Lectureship Awardee 

David Olson’s talk was on psychedelics 
in neuroscience. Above is a picture of 
dissociated neurons expressing 
psychLight.  Picture credit: Chunyang 
Dong, Calvin Ly and Joanne Ly. 
Check out the paper DOI: 
10.1016/j.cell.2021.03.043 
 
 

Doudna at one of her last in-
person seminars of 2020 at 
UCD’s Miller Symposium.  

 

Eric Kool, 2021 
Goodman Awardee 



Our new “Twitter 
Taskmaster” is Yasha 
Duggal, PSU graduate 
Student! 

 

Abeles and Jencks Award for the Chemistry of Biological Processes 
Fundraising is in progress to endow a new award honoring Professors Abeles and Jencks.  
Heroic efforts by Liz Hedstrom have gotten us so close—please consider contributing!  No 
donation is too small.  http://www.divbiolchem.org/awards/abeles-and-jencks-award-for-the-
chemistry-of-biological-processes/ 
 
Future ACS meetings:   
Fall 2021: The ACS Meeting in Atlanta will be a hybrid format with in-person events in Atlanta 
Aug. 22-26, and virtual programming for the following week.  Stay tuned for more updates. 
 
Spring 2022 (March 20-24, San Diego):  Our program chairs are already working on plans for 
future ACS meetings.  If you have suggestions or ideas for symposia, please go to our webpage 
to look at details for submitting your ideas.  One planned symposium will celebrate “The 75th 
Anniversary of the Pfizer Award in Enzyme Chemistry.”  We will be bringing back many Pfizer 
awardees, and their students for a stellar  
symposium. 
 
 

DBC Twitter!  Please follow us on Twitter 
@ACS_DivBioChem! 
Member Monday:  Weekly tweet about a member—please 
send us a direct message to twitter account with your 
Name, position, Institution and favorite biomolecule.   

Published a cool paper recently?  Please message us to tweet about 
your recent paper! 
 

 
Want to get involved with DBC? 
We are actively looking for nominations for DBC positions that are opening up in 2022.  These 
include Program (4 yr term), Nominating (3 yr term) and Advisory (3 yr) Committees.  Contact 
Tim Stemmler (tstemmler@med.wayne.edu) to nominate yourself or a colleague!   
 
We are also are recruiting individuals to help with other initiatives in appointed positions, such 
as Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Respect initiatives and Undergraduate Outreach.  We also 

want to be responsive to interests of our membership, so please contact 
us (any of the officers) if there are specific initiatives/programs you’d like 
to see us take on (and help us do it!).   
 
Thanks all for your support of our Division, and please feel free to drop 
me a line with your thoughts! 
 
All the best, 
Sheila David 
Chair, Division of Biological Chemistry 
ssdavid@ucdavis.edu 
 

 


