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14 May, 2019
Dear Colleagues and Friends in Science,
Highlights from the National Meeting (Orlando)
April flew by, and soon summer will be upon us. However the spring ACS meeting's
benefits linger. I have read papers I downloaded after hearing a great talk, tried a new
graphical representation I saw for the first time, and even written an exam question
based on discussion after a presentation. Biological sessions in honor of award winners
were packed. Congratulations to the Nakanishi and Breslow National award winners,
Lewis Kay and David Tirrell, respectively. We thank ACS-Chemical Biology for
sponsoring a great symposium on molecular tools and nucleic acid chemical biology
that showcased the award-winning work of Chuan He, and concluded with a reception.
The 2019 Natural Product Reports Emerging Investigator Lectureship was presented
during our session on Chemical Signaling Between Organisms. Thanks also to Wiley
Journals for the Murray Goodman award symposium contextualizing the award to David
Beratan on electron transfer over many time and distance scales. Questions we once
could not even ask are now being answered.
All of this and more was organized by Phil Bevilacqua with assistance from Mark
Distefano and a number of generous program chairs. However we are particularly grateful
to all the speakers and presenters of posters. Several of us agreed that some of the best
talks in the meeting were heard by those attending the
graduate student, postdocs and young investigators
symposia on Wednesday and Thursday. The Sunday
evening posters covered a wide array of science, and I
enjoyed the chance to talk at leisure with the enthusiastic
young researchers who will be our next stars. This is a great
way to wrap up a day of sitting in dark rooms, with a truly
interactive tour of what's up and coming. As you make up
your schedule for the San Diego meeting, be sure to set aside time to visit our posters!
(Sunday and Tuesday evenings).
Another welcome product of the National Meeting
has been member feedback. Two suggestions we
intend to work on are a session to showcase the research being done at Primarily
Undergraduate Research institutions, and a session to be organized and run
entirely by students. If you would be willing to help with either of these, please
contact our next Program Chair, Mark Distefano (diste001@umn.edu) and see our
division of Biological Chemistry (DBC) web site to submit a proposal for a
symposium. For support for student initiatives see the ACS web site
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/education/students/graduate/graduate-studentsymposium-planning-committee-gsspc.html.
Recipients of Student Travel Awards
We were delighted to support the following students to attend the spring 2019 National meeting. (Your
membership dues are doing good things for good people!)
Dayna Arnett, Deniz Aydin, Gregory Bukowski, Soumi Ghosh, Elizabeth Hunsaker, Ramesh Marasini, Michael
Morris, Ross Overacker, Madusha L. W. Perera, Samantha Powell, Rayees Rahman, Chethya Ramasinghe, Amber
Scharnow, Bo Wang, Zhongyue Yang, Andy Yeh.
Web Site Reminder
Our web site has provision for posting job openings and job seekers' resumes. I encourage you to post your job
announcements, as well as upcoming events of interest to our membership. Please send appropriate items to
afmill3r2@gmail.com with 'DBC' in the subject line.
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DBC Nobel Laureate and Members Nominated to the National Academy of Science !
Many of you know that our member Frances H. Arnold won a Nobel prize last fall, for her ground-breaking work on
directed evolution. Bravo!! Since then, several of our members have been elected to the National Academy of Science.
Hearty congratulations to Squire Booker, (Penn. State), and Lila Gierasch (U. Mass. at Amherst).
Upcoming award deadlines* !
June 15
Nominations for the 2020 Pfizer Award in Enzyme Chemistry. This award recognizes outstanding work in enzyme
chemistry by a person who has completed 12 or fewer years since the end of postdoctoral training as of 1 April 2020.
August 19
The Murray Goodman Memorial Prize recognizes achievements in one or more areas of Biochemistry, Biophysical
Chemistry, Biophysics and/or Chemical Biology.
August 31
The ACS Chemical Biology Lectureship recognizes an individual who has had a major impact on scientific research in
the area of Chemical Biology and has published at least one paper in ACS Chemical Biology.
*For additional criteria, important information and to nominate a deserving individual, see:
http://www.divbiolchem.org/awards/nominations/
Coming soon: the ACS National Meeting in San Diego CA.
New Initiatives for the San Diego National Meeting
We have plans to improve the recognition given to our poster session. We will have a Bingo-style contest for poster
session attendees. Prizes will include the 2019 Biological Division sticker, appropriate for display on your favorite travel
cup, laptop, or hand-held device... Travel award recipients will also get stickers to display proudly on behalf of the
Division. This year's sticker is based on a design submitted by a student member at the spring National meeting.
The Scientific Program
Early registration ends on June 19!
The Scientific Program is not official yet, but an outline follows to help you plan your travel and accommodation.
Special Events: As part of this meeting, we will have the ACS Infectious Diseases Young Investigators Award
Symposium, a symposium on 'Global Health: Biology and Chemistry of Waterborne Diseases' and a day-long symposium at
the Frontiers in Interdisciplinary Research (thanks to members Darrin York and Amie Boal). These and our award symposia are
included in the calendar below.

Sunday 25 Aug.
Biomolecular Structure and Function in Liquid-Liquid
Phase. (8 am)
Early Career Investigators in Biol. Chem. (8 am)
Gordon Hammes Award Symposium (1 pm)
Graduate Student and Postdoctoral Fellow Symposium (1
pm)
Current Topics posters!! (6:30 pm)
Monday 26 Aug.
Mid-Career Investigators in Biol. Chem. (8:45 am)
Frontiers in Interdisciplinary Research: New Paradigms... (9
am)
Frontiers in Interdisciplinary Research: New Paradigms... (1
pm)
Mid-Career Investigators in Biol. Chem. (1 pm)
Sci Mix posters (8 pm)

For more information on this year's special
symposium "Frontiers in Interdisciplinary
Research: New Paradigms for Integration of
Theory and Experimental Research", please
see our web site
http://www.divbiolchem.org/meetings/acs.

Tuesday 27 Aug.
Recent Developments in Structural Biology (8 am)
Global Health: Biology and Chemistry of Waterborne Diseases (8:30 am)
Eli Lilly Award in Biological Chemistry Symposium (1 pm)
ACS Infectious Diseases Young Investigators Award Symposium (1 pm)
Current Topics Posters !! (6 pm)
Wednesday 28 Aug.
Early Career Investigators in Biological Chemistry (8 am)
Pfizer Award in Enzyme Chemistry (8:45 am)
Graduate Student and Postdoctoral Fellow Symposium (1 pm)
Covalent and Non-covalent Dimers as Therapeutic Agents.. (1 pm)
Thursday 29 Aug.
Graduate Student and Postdoctoral Fellow Symposium (8:15 am)
Graduate Student and Postdoctoral Fellow Symposium (1 pm)
I welcome your feedback,
Anne-Frances Miller
Please email to afmill3r2@gmail.com and include ‘DBC’ in the subject line to help me retrieve your message from the sea of stuff.

